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440 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. V. 

Die moderne physiologische Psychologie in Deutschland. Eine historisch- 
kritische Untersuchung mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung des Problems 
der Aufmerksamkeit. Von Dr. W. Heinrich. Zurich, E. Speidel, 
1895. — pp. 232. 

The author states in his preface that the work grew out of his desire to 
seek for the basis of a new theory of attention. This critique of previous 
theories prepares the way for the true appreciation of his own, in the 
development of which he hopes to meet all the objections raised against the 
theories of his predecessors. The " objective measure," by which the work 
of others is estimated, is the law of psycho-physical parallelism. 

Scientific psychology is said to begin with Herbart. The second chapter 
describes the transition from Psychologie mit Seele to Psychologie ohne 
Seek, beginning with Herbart and ending with Lotze. The next chapter 
refers to Fechner and Helmholtz as pioneers in the modern psychological 
movement. The metaphysical mode of thought of the Herbartians disap- 
pears, and Fechner assumes, in accordance with the law of the conservation of 
energy, a psycho-physical parallelism as the fundamental postulate for any 
science of psychology. The chapter includes a brief review of the different 
interpretations of Weber's Law. Fechner's work extends over a wide field, 
and is necessarily too vague and general. Helmholtz, approaching the 
subject from an empirical standpoint, makes more definite and precise 
contributions to the science. After Miiller and Pilzeker have been dealt 
with, a long chapter is devoted to Wundt. The author attacks the theory 
of apperception, and the idea of a ' feeling of activity ' in the process of 
attention. He frankly recognizes the fact that all his criticisms grow out of 
his opposition to Wundt's estimate of the relative value of physiological 
data and psychological analysis. Heinrich would make the former supreme, 
and would value psychological analysis only in so far as it confirms conclu- 
sions derived from the study of physiology. The same criticism is passed 
upon Kulpe. His work is described as "rationalistic," and "without 
scientific importance." In his theory of attention the ambiguous use of the 
term ' motive ' is especially criticised. Kiilpe nowhere states what he 
means by the word, and yet ' motive ' has an extremely important place in 
his theory. 

The chapter on Munsterberg opens with extravagant praise of the genius 
who, " armed with the selfsame weapon with which Wundt believed he had 
so victoriously defeated all opponents, stepped forth into the field of battle." 
And so great has been his success that Heinrich believes that " the number 
of Wundt's disciples is constantly diminishing." After much more of this 
kind of praise, one is rather surprised to find that very few actual contribu- 
tions to the science are ascribed to Munsterberg by his admirer. " His 
great strength is his criticism of other systems." His explanation of the 
oscillations of attention is recognized to be unsatisfactory, and he is excused 
from any further effort to construct a theory of attention, because Ribot 
has worked out a theory from the same standpoint. The last two chapters 
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review the work of Ziehen and Avenarius. Ziehen is condemned because 
his principal standpoint is false, since he often contradicts the postulate of 
physiological psychology, and introduces psychical members into the physi- 
cal causal series. Av_enarius is highly commended, for although his subject 
is epistemological rather than psychological, he indicates the true and only 
way in which psychological problems can be solved. Even Munsterberg 
has directed his attention more to subjective events than to objective pro- 
cesses. The concluding chapter is an elaboration of the principles and 
methods which the author proposes to adopt in the theory of attention 
which he promises to the world. 1 

The book, as a whole, has an unmistakably partisan tone. But it is a 
clear and definite statement of the fundamental differences between the 
author's standpoint and that of the school of Wundt. It is also of value as 
affording a concise summary of several theories of attention, though 
unfortunately this value is much lessened by the scarcity of references, and 
by the fact that the author introduces his own comments into the summa- 
ries, without distinguishing them in any way as his own. The most 
important chapters are those on Wundt, Kiilpe, Munsterberg, and the last 
chapter on Psycho-physical Parallelism. AuCE j Hamlin _ 

Etude sur I'espace et le temps. Par Georges Lechalas. Paris, 
Felix Alcan, 1896. — pp. 201. 

This book contains a series of desultory discussions on such subjects as 
the foundations of geometry, the relations of Euclidean and general geom- 
etry, the 'problem of similar worlds,' the difficulties to be found in the 
conceptions of the Infinite and the Continuous, the nature of time and its 
relation to divine immutability, etc. These questions have been much 
debated in recent French philosophical literature, and the author shows 
himself fully familiar with this, and especially with the articles that have ap- 
peared in the Revue Philosophique, Revue de Mdtaphysique et de Morale, 
etc. But though he often makes interesting remarks, the book as a whole 
is characterized by a lack of systematic order, firmness of logical texture, 
conclusiveness of argumentation, and definiteness and correlation of its 
results. This is doubtless in a measure due to the fact that more topics 
are taken up than can be discussed thoroughly within the compass of the 
work, but the total impression produced is decidedly amateurish. His 
notion also that he finally works round into agreement with Kant, on the 
subject of Time, seems something of a delusion. For, whereas (p. 192) he 
regards Time as the subjective distortion in a finite intellect of the timeless 
relation of cause and effect, Kant conversely regards causation as the rule 
of succession in time, and holds that no cause can produce its effect instan- 
taneously. Thus M. Lechalas tries to explain Time by Causation, while 

1 The theory here promised by Dr. Heinrich is now being published in Ebbinghaus' Zeit- 
schrift, and an abstract of its first chapter may be found in vol. V, no. 4, p. 427, of this Review. 



